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DARKNESS

A Man wal ks onto stage. He is in the mdst of a conversation
on a cell phone.

MAN
(i nto phone)
| know it’s |ate, honey. Don’t

worry I’'ll be back as soon as |
can. |I’'ll clean up the bird ness
first thing.

LI GHTS UP ON STAGE

A large roomw th a FARADAY CAGE in the centre. Inside the
Cage sits a BUSI NESS EXECUTI VE.

The MAN (Faraday Cage Technician) stands outside the cage.
The Door to the cage is w de open.

FARADAY CAGE TECHNI Cl AN
(holds up a dead carrier
pi geon.) | got your nessage.
It’s nice to see that you are
getting used to technol ogy,
Bob.

BUSI NESS EXECUTI VE
| do nmy best, but | really don’t
under stand why you insist on
killing my birds.

FARADAY CAGE TECHNI Cl AN
In the hopes that you Il never be
able to train another one to find
my house. How do you even know
where | |ive?

BUSI NESS EXECUTI VE
The pi geons have a bit of a knack
for Google. (beat) And I am one
with the aninmals.

Faraday Cage Techni ci an | ooks confused.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

FARADAY CAGE EXECUTI VE
Wiy are you even up at this hour?

BUSI NESS EXECUTI VE
| find this tine of night to be
nost producti ve.

FARADAY CAGE TECHN Cl AN
Because the Far East narkets are
open?

BUSI NESS EXECUTI VE
No, because the wife is asleep.

FARADAY CAGE TECHNI Cl AN
Who' d you think et ne in?

BUSI NESS EXECUTI VE
Don’t you have a key?

FARADAY CAGE TECHNI Cl AN
Wiy did you call nme here at this
time of night?

BUSI NESS EXECUTI VE
These nenory probl ens are causing
me so much pain. | want what |
al wvays want which is for you to fix
t he cage and stop the waves of
technol ogy making ne ill.

The Faraday Cage Technician slans the cage door shut.

FARADAY CAGE TECHNI ClI AN
"1l send you the bill via email

The Busi ness Executive opens the cage door.

BUSI NESS EXECUTI VE
If I close the door, the signal on
my phone goes.

FARADAY CAGE TECHNI Cl AN
That’ s kind of the point.

BUSI NESS EXECUTI VE
But if 1’ve got no signal on the
phone, then I’ m not contactable.

FARADAY CAGE TECHNI ClI AN
Yeah, that’'s the point.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:  ( 3) 3.

BUSI NESS EXECUTI VE
But if I’mnot contactable, then
technically 1’mnot working from
home and it counts as a vacati on
day.

FARADAY CAGE TECHNI Cl AN
Bob, you work for a technol ogy
firm Don't you think you d better
tell themthat you' ve been having
strange reactions to electricity
and technol ogy in general ?

The Busi ness Executive taps his index finger against his
tenpl e and nods in a know ng fashion.

BUSI NESS EXECUTI VE
That’ s exactly how |’ ve been so
successful at clinbing the
corporate | adder. Distancing nyself
from conbati veness of the office,
but al ways being available. If |
told them|’'d be out of a job so
fast it’d be unbelievable. Then
woul dn’t even be able to afford to
| eave t he house.

FARADAY CAGE TECHNI Cl AN
So you're not going to tell thenf

BUSI NESS EXECUTI VE
|’mgoing to outsmart them (beat)
|’mgoing to cut a hole in the cage
so that | can still make phone
cal | s.

FARADAY CAGE TECHNI Cl AN
Don’t you want to rephrase that?

BUSI NESS EXECUTI VE
Ckay, you're going to cut a hole in
the cage so that | can still nake
phone calls.

FARADAY CAGE TECHNI ClI AN
That’ s defeating the entire purpose
of the cage.

BUSI NESS EXECUTI VE
Are you sure?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:  ( 4) 4.

FARADAY CAGE TECHNI Cl AN
Yes. Just like the last tine | did
it. (beat) And the tine before
t hat .

Faraday Cage Technician points to sone patch jobs on cage.

BUSI NESS EXECUTI VE
" msure that won’t happen this
tinme. So will you?

FARADAY CAGE TECHNI Cl AN

(sigh)
Fi ne.

The Faraday Cage Technician takes a screwdriver and
unfastens the hinges fromthe door. The door falls to the
gr ound.

FARADAY CAGE TECHNI Cl AN
Ta da! (beat) Now, try and get sone
sl eep.

The Faraday Cage Technician exits and The Busi ness Executive
drops to his knees and cries in pain. He picks up a cel
phone and dials a nunber.

BUSI NESS EXECUTI VE
H Joe. The door to the Faraday
cage seens to have fallen off. Can
you cone and repair it? (beat)
Yeah, sure. Double tine is fine at
this hour.

END SKETCH



